
The Saudi Government makes changes to the classification of Work 
Permits

The Saudi Ministry of Human Resources and Social Development (MHRSD) has recently 
announced a new regulatory framework for classifying work permits in the Kingdom. The 
initiative aims to “foster an attractive labour market and empower human competencies 
within a professional and sustainable work environment.”[1]

The new system will roll out a points-based classification that assesses expat workers in 
the labour market, categorising them into three levels - High-Skilled, Skilled, and Basic. The 
classification subsequently determines the type of work permit that can be issued for new 
hires and existing employees. 

The three categories have a specific classification criterion, including Education 
qualifications, Professional experience, Professional skills, Remuneration, and finally, age. 
Applicants at the high-skilled level will be assessed specifically on education, experience, 
and salary. The points system allows individuals to score higher in one criteria, overcoming a 
shortfall in others.
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Interpretation is everything, and the impact for our clients has yet to become clear, not least 
because salary ranges have not been published. However, three areas already to be aware 
of are at the Basic level, a non-Saudi worker must not exceed 60 years of age; employees 
without Education Certificates would have to score high in remuneration and/or experience; 
and we may already have begun to see Professional Accreditation being tightened through 
online exams for example, in the engineering sector.

Reach out to info@aeisaudi.com  if you would like to learn more.  

2025 E-Sports World Cup is underway

This year’s Esports World Cup (EWC) 2025 in Riyadh, the second of its kind, is turning 
another significant page for competitive gaming. Running from July 8 to August 24, it 
features over 2,000 elite players from more than 100 countries, competing across 25 
tournaments in 24 titles, including new additions like chess, Valorant, Crossfire, and Fatal 
Fury: City of the Wolves. With a record-breaking $70 million+ prize pool—the single largest 
in esports history—it sets a new benchmark for scale and ambition in the industry.

Beyond the competition, EWC 2025 remains a strategic building block in Saudi Arabia’s 
Vision 2030 agenda and the National Gaming and Esports Strategy. Organised by the Public 
Investment Fund through the Esports World Cup Foundation, the event reinforces the 
Kingdom’s ambition to diversify its economy, boost tourism, and create tens of thousands of 
jobs in gaming-related sectors.  Saudi Arabia is positioning Riyadh as a global hub for digital 
entertainment and innovation, and many of AEI’s clients are involved in the supply chain.

The EWC 2025 represents a fusion of entertainment, culture, and diplomacy. The 
tournament brings together global icons like Cristiano Ronaldo and chess grandmaster 
Magnus Carlsen as ambassadors, features headliners in opening ceremonies, and includes 
competitors in newly added game categories, such as chess. Beyond gaming, attendees can 
enjoy music performances, cultural exhibitions, cosplay zones, and guided tours to heritage 
sites in collaboration with the Saudi Tourism Authority, creating a holistic experience that 
showcases Saudi hospitality and tradition to an international audience. EWC 2025 also 
serves as a perfect dress rehearsal for the 2034 Football World Cup. 

Riyadh evolves: New work permit classifications signal a shift in Saudi Arabia’s 
professional landscape
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A new law had been introduced for non-Saudis to own real estate

Over the last few years, as more and more investors and individuals enter the Kingdom, AEI 
have been asked if it is possible to purchase residential or commercial property as an expat. 
Things have just got a bit easier.

Saudi Arabia’s Council of Ministers approved a groundbreaking Law of Real Estate 
Ownership and Investment by Non‑Saudis on July 8, 2025, replacing the previously 
restrictive 2000 legal framework. It takes effect in January 2026. Now expats and foreign-
owned companies will be allowed to own real estate in specific geographic zones—initially 
focused on areas in Riyadh and Jeddah, and potentially others, as defined by the Real Estate 
General Authority (REGA).

For Commercial Real Estate, foreign entities may acquire full ownership if the project is 
development-focused, and meets a minimum capital threshold of cSAR 30 million, it must 
also become operational within five years post-acquisition.

For Residential property, Expats holding a valid Iqama can purchase property for personal 
use—but only with Ministry of Interior approval—and subject to tighter rules in high-value 
segments to prevent speculation and protect affordability for Saudis. As expected, the Holy 
Cities of Makkah and Madinah remain off-limits to Expat property purchases.

Riyadh goes global: The E-Sports World Cup ignites Boulevard Riyadh City, July 7-Aug 2, 2025. 
Image credit: www.soulofsaudi.com

Doors open: New real estate laws pave the way for expat property ownership in Saudi Arabia



A busy second half of the year for AEI events – why not attend

Historically, the summer period in Saudi Arabia has been a time when significant 
elements of the international and Saudi business communities escape the summer heat 
for more moderate climates. This is no longer guaranteed, not least because projects 
and programmes in the Kingdom continue at a rapid pace to meet various hard stops.  
Nonetheless, it does give the team at AEI an opportunity to pause for reflection and plan the 
second half of the year. To that end, here are some of the key events that we have put in the 
diary which may be of interest to our readers:

•	 GREAT Futures Leadership Summit London – September

•	 DSEI London – 9-12 September

•	 AEI Forum Manchester – 1st October

•	 AEI Forum Dubai – 16th October

•	 FII Riyadh – 27th – 29th October

•	 AEI Forum London – 19th November

We will also be hosting various webinars, networking breakfasts, and lunches in the Kingdom 
at our exclusive event space at ARC, in collaboration with multiple partners, throughout the 
event season. These will include the Saudi Event show, Smart Cities Saudi, Global Health, 
and Saudi Build.

Please reach out to info@aeisaudi.com if any of these are of interest.

From Riyadh to London – AEI’s global event calendar is heating up for a high impact 
second half of 2025

Trust AEI, the experts in Saudi Success. AEI Saudi is a consulting and support 
services business. We help foreign companies to start a business in Saudi, 
enter the Kingdom, establish a business, and help employees to succeed for 
the long term.

[1] Guidelines for Classification of Work Permits by Skill Categories Issued by Ministerial Resolution 

No. (4602)
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